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Whoami

• Patrick Spendrin, 25 years old, married

• physics student at university of Leipzig

• working on (mostly dual boot) linux machines 
since 2003
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Different opinions
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Different opinions

• A right to use FOSS on non-GNU platforms?

• Is the OS really that important?

• Can effects of non-migration really be 
measured?

 Idea of open-source desktop for Windows
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A bit about KDE-windows project
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Involved people

• Ralf Habacker: initial creator, KDE 1.45

• Jarosłav Staniek: Kexi/Koffice developer, early 
kdelibs

• Christian Ehrlicher: KDE-Windows packager, Qt-
expert
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General goals

• Offer KDE to more possible users

• Hopefully attract some new developers

• Give a possible migration path to people

• Expose free software to more people

• Give a free alternative for all closed-source 
applications on Windows
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Current state

• custom build 
system (Windows 
emerge)

• many applications 
are working 
though still 
kdelibs bugs

• Developer 
preview

• waiting for Qt 4.4
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A bit about KDE-Edu project
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Some things about KDE-Edu

• Library dependencies are mostly affordable

• Interesting and restricted user base

• Active developer base
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Goals of KDE-Edu on 
Windows

• fetch the users where they are

• provide schools and pupils the necessary 
software

• achieve real system independence
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Achievements

• most apps are beta-quality now

• build system is present

• KDE-Edu gets special attendance
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Problems that occur

• Every additional library has to be 
build+maintained under Windows

• Heavily dependent on good will of linux 
developers

• "Developers, Developers, Developers" are 
needed
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Future

• KDE installation CD

• single application installation packages (preview 
this weekend)

• Testing under windows?
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Discussion
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Thanks

Thank you !
Patrick Spendrin
ps_ml@gmx.de
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